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Remembering old times at Redstone Arsenal are 40-year veteran security officers,
from left, Jay Stark, W.H. Whisenant, Teddy Brown, Dan Ahlander and W.E. Estes.

Marshall security team:
It has been a great ride

By REDECCA SALLEE
For The Times

Ninc members of the sccurity tecam at
NASA’s Marshall Space Flight Center can
hardly believe they’ll soon celebrate their
40th anniversarics with the space agency.

All were hired in the summer of 1960.
None had a cluc he’d make a career out of
the job. W.H. Whisenant answered a clas-
sified ad he saw in The Birmingham Post-
Herald for a job he figured he'd kecp about
two ycars. Several others had just gotten
out of the Army.

Little did they know they were taking on
the careers of their lives, jobs that would
expose them to everything from four presi-
dents — Eisenhower, Kenncdy, Nixon and
Bush — and a team of world-famous rock-
et scientists, to dozens of astronauts, in-
cluding the Mercury seven.

When they first came on board, the se-
curity personnel drove 1960 Chevrolets
and wore Bamncy Fife-style hats, long-
sleeved shirts and ties.

Dan H. Ahlander and W.E. Estes sport-
ed flattops, and Whiscnant, now balding
and gray, “had hair.”

In 1963, as many as 120 people worked
for NASA security (a figurc now cut by
about half) and the workdays were “fast
and furious,” recalled Ahlander. “The pro-
gram was the important thing.”

Teddy Brown remembered that “they
didn’t ask you, ‘Who’s paying for it? >
nearly as often.

It’s hard for the men to pin down what
they consider the highlight of their careers.
“That first walk on the moon was some-
thing,” said Whisenant.

Jay Stark, security manager, recalled the
celebratory picnic and dance held at Mar-
shall and attended by thousands after the
moonwalk.

Brown uscd to stand guard outside
Wernher von Braun’s conference room ev-

‘‘WE WERE VERY, VERY,
VERY YOUNG. IT'S BEEN
THE GREATEST PLACE IN
THE WORLD ANYBODY
COULD WORK."”’

Jay Stark
Redstone Arsenal security manager

ery morning and make sure those who
entered were authorized. The many visi-
tors to Marshall have included “govemors,
senators and congressmen,”™ he said — not
to mention musical cntertainers and Uni-
versity of Alabama football coaches.

Ahlander once got a call to bring a
NASA deccal to the gate for von Braun’s
new car — he thinks it was a Mercedes —
and von Braun offering him a ride in it.

Every occasion over 40 years hasn’t
been as happy, however. Scveral construc-
tion workers dicd while building rocket
test stands decades ago. And Marshall was
the stressful center of the investigation af-
ter the 1986 explosion of the space shuttle
Challenger.

Today, security dutics include training
to use wcapons, issuing traffic citations,
making ambulance and fire runs, and
guarding “program-critical hardware” such
as parts for the International Space Sta-
tion.

No two days are cxactly the same, but
the security personnel sometimes long for
the good old days. “We were very, very,
very young,” said Stark with a laugh. “It’s
been the greatest place in the world any-
body could work.”

Also celebrating their 40th anniversaries
with NASA security in June arc security
personnel John R. Miller, J.C. Hambrick,
R.E. Summerlin and V.D. Plemons.




